CHILD

IT has been acknowledged in

the western world of art

that in design and color
Japanese art is superior to the
art of all the other countries
of the Onient, as well as that of
Burope, The Japanese are
artists by instinct as well as
cducation, and this
is the result, to a certain ex-
tent, of the influences that
mound a Japanese child from
its infancy.

The Jzpanese mother con-
siders the clothing of her child
a matter of very serious -
portance, and when the baby
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sur

15 born favored friends and
neighbors are invited to dis-
cuss the scheme of decora-
tion for the tiny kimonos
that baby is to wear. If
lmt!_\."h parents h.l[l[)\'n to be
persons of wealth and im-
portance, enonmous sums are
spent upon the silk crape

and other rich fabrics that are to be fashioned into gor
geous gowns and rainbow sashes (obi).

When the idea of decorations has
upon, the designs are placed in the of some
famous artist who makes water-color of
them upon the silk and then tumns them over to a
stencil cutter, who after carrying them through an
elaborate course hands them back to the artist, who
retouches them. Then if baby's parents are very
rich the stencils are destroyved and the tiny garment
becomes a unique work. No other baby in all
Japan will have a kimono of the same design

Art and poetry enter into the decoration of these
radiant little frocks, in which the mother’s artistic
feelings are unconsciously expressed.  [f baby comes
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it s no wonder that Jap-
anese babies rarely cry

Mrs. Avtoun thinks that
this is because there are

no beds or churs or
awkward pieces of furni-
ture to stumble over, no
Stars to wtfall

what-
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OF THE PAPER HOUSE

By Pauline Carrington Bouvé

Japanese Children Playing the “Hotoro™ Game

ever to imperil his own -sweet over the soft
grass mats that cover the floor.

But there are many other things besides this lack
of house-furmshing obstructions that combine to
make the child of the *Paper House®™ the happiest
child in the world. One reason is that the Japanese
are childlike themselves. From the beginning they
have been taught obedience to superiors, and they
teach the their children with sweet
gentleness and patience. The little children in this
far-off country learn first of all to be polite, and Ameni-
can children would be much surprised to see what dig-
nified and elegant manners these shaven-pated, long-
sleeved, little, brown men and women have; how
they bow so low when their guests leave that their
heads quite touch the mat-covered floor as they lisp
“Sayanara,” the beautiful Japanese “‘good-by.” But
then, thers 1s never any danger of getting their faces
or hands or clothes dirty on floors that are kept as
clean as our dining tables

On winter nights when the streets are dark the
children gather around the charcoal fire that burns in
a matal § stead of in umney, and there with a
ket It drawn close around them,
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these puzzle-
games, if a bow
he must
submit to having
his face inked; if
a girl is s0 un-
fortunate she has
a wisp of straw
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stick in her back h In this pleasant way the
Winter evenings are pas all the httle family sip-
mg hot tea, meantime order to keep warm, for
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doors as much as possible,
and the streets are made gay

with festoons of colored lan-
terns stretched across  from
one side to the other, with the
moonlight bathing the (ueer
httle gardens, with their mima-
ture bridges and lakes and
lantern-lighted tea houses, in

its  pale hght, and making
altogether astrunge and beau-
tiful picture

But the chattering about
the streets does not last long,
for the Japanese people, grown-

up as well as the little
folks, are sensible and go 1o
bed esrly, and long  before

midnight the httle houses are
shut up like s0 many boxes.
It is the custom to" close the
wooden sludes that protect the
ﬂiI-p.t]’n'r windows and to draw-
to the paper screens that Jet

in the hght and separate
the house into different apartments. Then the
“Honored Interior.” as the mother is called, the

father and all of the family spread themselves on the
mats that serve as beds, and with scooped-in, wooden
pillows under their heads and padded quilts and
blankets over them sleep just as comfortably, no
doubt, as we do on our spring mattresses and feather
pillows. If it happens to be springtime the little
girls are likely to dream of the hina-matsurs or " Doll's
Show,” which is their own féte day.
A pretty and interesting festival this is. The
. himg-matsurs is held on
the third dav of March,
which s the one day in
the year when the Japan-

ese boy is quite “out of
the game” and must be
contented to let his pa-

tient hittle sister, who has
to be quite submissive to
him during the other three
hundred and sixtv-four,
be the important per
age in the hows f
means doll and
i..\ the Japmn

Acrobats of the Street

show or festival, and on this day of the doll show—
the hima-matsurt —all the dolls that the girls
possess in every home in Japan are brought forward
and made to play prominent parts,
Sometimes a hittle se girl will have
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cdolls that have f«l-n' the treasures of a poasd manv
great-oreat-pr others and are verv costly.,  These
dolls e sent the emperor and empress, the courter
and vanous court personages, ; ffer

them tiny cups of tea
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